Introduction to Ancient Israel (Echoes text p. 82 to 89):

Judaism started when God spoke to Abraham at Harran (west of Ephrates) and told him to leave his home and travel until he arrived at Canaan in Palestine.  It was there that they settled and eventually Abraham’s grandson Jacob organized the Israelites into 12 tribes (Israel – “God ruled”).  

Some of the tribes left and found themselves in Egypt and subject to the Pharaohs.  Other Israelis came as slaves after Egypt conquered Canaan, from 1500 BCE to 1300 BCE.  

During the time of Ramses II, Egypt was going through its greatest construction period since the pyramids were constructed. over a thousand years before.  Many slave labourers were used, including the Israelis.

Around 1300 BCE Moses led the Israelis out of Egypt (Exodus).  On the way they stopped at Mt. Sinai and received the 10 commandments – the first commandment “Thou shalt have no other gods before me” pretty much sealed Judaism as the monotheist religion that continues today and led to Christianity and Islam.  It was at Mr. Sinai that the Jews entered into a “covenant” with God.  (Tie-in “Raiders of the Lost Arc”)

They called God “Yahweh” 

They settled in Palestine in 1230 BCE and re-took Canaan, then they took Jericho.

By 1020 Saul became first King of Israelites and he fought the Philistines.  His successor, King David (as in “David & Goliath”) took Jerusalem and extended Israel to its greatest extent.

David’s son Solomon wrote some of the books of the Bible (Proverbs, Ecclesiasticals and Song of Solomon.  Solomon also had a palace with 700 wives and 12000 horses!

Solomon built the Temple of Jerusalem, where the Arc of the Covenant was housed.  It was destroyed by the Babylonians and then rebuilt in the 6th century BCE.  The Romans then destroyed it again in 70CE.

After Solomon died, Israel split into 2 Kingdoms (Israel and Judah).  Weakened and divided, Israel they fell to the Assyrians in 722 BCE.  Its leaders were dispersed throughout the Assyrian Empire and they became the “10 lost tribes of Israel”.

Judah later fell to Chaldea (New Babylon) and its people deported to Babylon (where they started to write the Torah).  Eventually Jews made their way back to Palestine, but the Kingdom was basically finished.

The Evolution of the Jewish Faith (p. 86 to 89):

Yes they had an empire for a while, but it was the spiritual ideas of the ancient Israelites that endured and may have resulted in the greatest legacy of any of the ancient civilizations examined.  Their spiritual ideas profoundly effect the modern world and Western culture especially.

At first Yahweh was like any other god among many in the Near East.  Yahweh was the main god of the Hebrews but he had competition from others like Marduke and Amon-Re.

Over time, Yahweh became regarded as the only true God and Judaism became a monotheistic religion.  Yahweh did not favour anyone or any class over another – he was for everyone, he cared for everyone (mention the 23rd Psalm “The Lord is my shepherd as interpreted as meaning that God is always on your side, even in the worst of times.)

What made Judaism different from the other religions at the time of the Exodus (Moses)?:

It was a religion of the people.  It started from Abraham and Moses and they could not impose their religion on others like Pharaohs and Kings could.  It was started by men of ordinary status who had to convince others to follow Yahweh.

Jewish prophets were always trying to get people to act ethically and to repent for their sins. The influence of this religion has lasted for over 3000 years.

From about 200 BCE the Jews thought that a Messiah would someday come to restore Israel to its power and glory.

Despite the creation of the Jewish “Diaspora” in 70 CE, Jewish culture and religion influenced all the ancient cultures of the Near East.  Without Moses, there would have been no Jesus or Mohammed.  The world’s dominant religions all find their roots in Judaism.
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